


Origin of Gallery 37  

Å In 1991 Mayor Daley identified a 
revitalization project for Block 37 in 
downtown Chicago 

 
Å Partnership of city agencies, local arts groups 

and teaching organizations 
 
Å Artists working with at-risk youth in tented 

summer arts studio 
 
Å International model for job training and arts 

education 
 

 



West Valley Arts Council õs Gallery 37 

¸ Adopted program in 1999  

 

¸ One project a summer-done 
over the course of 6 weeks 

 

¸ G37 works in Avondale, 
Buckeye, El Mirage, 
Goodyear, Surprise and 
Tolleson 

 

¸ Students receive college 
credits in Art 112, Digital 
Photography & Career 
Counseling 



Program Structure 

Recruitment and Student 
Selection 

  
   January :  Recruit 

Apprentices ages 15-18 
throughout entire West 
Valley 

    April :  Interview select 
participants-view 
portfolios 

    May :  Orientation 
meeting-rules and timeline 

    June :  6 -week Program 
begins 

 
 
 

Astral Projections 



Program Structure 

Program Breakdown 
¸ Brainstorm project 
¸ Begin design 
¸ Break into groups: 
 art production/graphic 

design  
¸ Create models and 

PowerPoint presentation 
¸ Meet with Career 

Counselor 
¸ Present to stakeholders 
¸ Begin production 
¸ Installation 

 
 
 



A Glimpse of the Process 
Brainstorm Begin 

Design 

Create a 

model for 

presentation 

to stake 

holders 

Production 



 Fractured Flames, 2011  
 Students created a mosaic bench in the shape of the 

Maltese Cross, eight mosaic pavers representing the 
eight points of the cross, and a mosaic of the Buckeye 
Fire Departmentõs seal for the new Buckeye Firehouse 
3 that connects the community of Verrado with the 
firefighters who serve it selflessly. The final tile, placed 
at the front entrance, symbolizes the station number of 
the firehouse and the  
community surrounding it. It depicts a gold  

     number 3 set against flames and the  
    White Tank Mountains. 
 
 

Past Gallery 37 Projects by the West Valley Arts Council 



 EMC2, 2009  
 Urban,  iconic and 

forward-looking, this 
painted steel sculpture 
represents a modern 
cityscape using tumbling, 
multicolored squares to 
represent the energy of a 
dynamic and diverse 
community 
 

Road to Rebirth, 2010  
Mural on panels depicts 
the past, present and the 
rebirth the City of 
Avondale is currently 
going through with its 
restoration of old town 



Camino de Colores, 2008  

Painted on flat aluminum panels, various aspects of the City 
of Avondale, past and present, are represented in both 
abstract and literal forms 



Penumbra, 2007  

Ramada structure made 
of rebar and aluminum 
colored discs which 
serves as a gateway to 
the Marley Park 
community in Surprise 



Astral Projections, 2005   
Sculptural light boxes fixed to 
the columns of the West Valley 
Arts Councilõs building in 
Avondale 

Solar Continuum, 2006                                                                      
An interactive mosaic and metal sundial sculpture placed on 
the grounds of the new Avondale Library                           

 



Espiral, 2003                  
A mosaic tiled bench in 
the heart of the 
community of Verrado in 
Buckeye  

Proximodistal, 2004  
Sandblasted, petroglyph  
style trail markers placed in 
the Goodyear Community 
Park 


